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Cross-domain Integration of Dementia Care and
Adult Guardianship System

Jung-Ying Tan, Kuan-Fu Kuo”

Abstract

Persons with dementia (PWD ) experience declining cognitive function
that can make it difficult to make meaningful judgments. PWD may
encounter many problems such as becoming victims of fraud, misuse of
identity and improper transfer of their real estate. They may be particularly
disadvantaged in situations requiring litigation due to the absence of laws
providing legal protection. One important safeguard in Taiwan to protect the
rights and interests for PWD is the guardianship system. The Taiwanese
system of guardianship includes guardianship and assistantship over adults.
If guardianship and assistantship is determined by the courts, the PWD will
no longer have partial or complete rights for decision making. Some may
view this as a violation of human rights. With a rapidly increasing aging
society, adult guardianship by agreement was implemented in order to
provide better protection of basic human rights for PWD. The purpose of this
study is to encourage frontline health care workers taking an active approach
of sharing information about adult guardianship system while providing
integrated care for PWD. If PWD can make such arrangement before the
onset of declining cognitive capabilities, this will not only promote
self-determination but also protect a person’s dignity and rights for
healthcare, financial and property support in later years. The frontline health

care workers can also achieve their roles of being the care provider,
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counselor, and advocator of their clients. In addition, if judicial personnel
have a better understanding of the process and impact of dementia, they will
be able to review the necessity of guardianship in a timely manner in the
future, and at the same time use legally authorized means to ensure that the

dementia can be fully protected in the judicial proceedings.

Keywords : persons with dementia, dementia care, guardianship and

assistantship over adults, adult guardianship by agreement
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